Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 00348 101814Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /054W 

101826Z 125904/43 

R 101518Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2891 
INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 0348 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SGEN, UR 

SUBJECT: MOSCOW BAPTISTS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

REF: 76 MOSCOW 20175 

1 . ON JAN 6, EMBOFF AND FAMILY ATTENDED CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES IN THE MOSCOW BAPTIST CHURCH. UPON ARRIVAL, 

THEY WERE AT ONCE SHOWN TO A PEW RESERVED FOR GUESTS IN 
THE BALCONY. THE TWO-HOUR SERVICE, FEATURING AN EX- 
CELLENT CHOIR ACCOMPANIED BY ORGAN AND SMALL ORCHESTRA 
(VIOLINS, ACCORDION, FLUTE, BASS, AND BALALAIKAS), 

PROVED TO BE A MOVING EXPERIENCE. 

2. THE HYMNS AND CAROLS SUNG BOTH BY THE CHOIR AND THE 
CONGREGATION INCLUDED SILENT NIGHT, FIRST NOEL, AND 
OTHERS FAMILIAR TO AMERICANS. THE FACT THAT THEY WERE 
SUNG WITH DEEP FERVOR IN RUSSIAN AND WERE ACCOMPANIED BY 
BALALAIKAS, AMONG OTHER INSTRUMENTS, ADDED A UNIQUE 
AND POIGNANT FLAVOR TO THE OCCASION. THE SINGING WAS 
APPARENTLY BEING TAPED BY THE CHOIR CONDUCTOR. 

3. A TOTAL OF FOUR SERMONS ADDRESSED THE CHRISTMAS 
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THEME AND THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF A CHRISTIAN. 

THE PRAYERS. SOME SO FERVENT THAT MANY IN THE CONGRE- 
GATION WERE BROUGHT TO TEARS, CONTAINES SOME CRYPTIC 
LANGUAGE: "WE PRAY FOR OUR BROTHERS WHO LIVE IN 
DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES." "LORD, YOU KNOW WHAT THE 
MOSCOW BAPTIST CHRUCH DESIRES AND NEEDS." PRAYERS WERE 
ALSO OFFERED FOR THOSE IN MOSCOW WHO DO NOT KNOW CHRIST. 
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THE CONGREGATION CONTAINED A MAJORITY OF WOMEN, BUT THE 
PROPORTION OF MEN, YOUNG PEOPLE, AND CHILDREN WAS FAR 
LARGER THAN AT AN ORTHODOX SERVICE. TWO YOUNG SOVIET 
ARMY ENTLISTED MEN IN UNIFORMS APPEARED TO BE PARTICIPAT- 
ING IN THE SERVICES. 

4. COMMENT. ACCORDING TO AN EARLIER CONVERSATION WITH 
MOSCOW BAPTIST LEADERS (SEE REFTEL), THE SOVIET BAPTIST 
CHURCH FORMALLY ADHERES TO THE WESTERN CALENDAR IN OB- 
SERVING RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS, AND THE MAIN CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE THEREFORE TOOK PLACE ON DEC 25. HOWEVER, THEY 
DECLARED CHEERFULLY THAT BECAUSE SO MANY BAPTISTS IN 
OUTLAYING AREAS ARE STILL ATTACHED TO THE JULIAN CALENDAR 
OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH, BAPTISTS IN EFFECT CELEBRATE TWO 
CHRISTMASES AND TWO EASTERS, WHICH HAS THE PRACTICAL 
ADVANTATE OF SPREADING OUT THE HEAVY CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
ON THESE OCCASIONS. 
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